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Introduction to Utah Bail Bonds 
When a family member or friend is arrested in Utah, the experience can be 
overwhelming, confusing, and emotionally draining. In these critical moments, 
understanding your options for securing their release becomes essential—not just for 
their wellbeing, but for your family's financial stability and peace of mind. 

This comprehensive guide demystifies Utah's bail bond system, providing you with the 
knowledge and tools needed to make informed decisions during one of life's most 
stressful situations. Whether you're facing your first encounter with the criminal justice 
system or need a refresher on your rights and options, this guide serves as your 
roadmap through the process. 

Utah's bail system is designed to balance individual rights with public safety, offering 
multiple pathways to pretrial release. From understanding when bail can be denied 
under Utah Code § 77-20-201 to navigating the practical steps of posting a bond, we'll 
walk you through every aspect of the process. You'll learn the difference between cash 
bail and bail bonds, discover how to verify licensed providers, and understand the true 
costs involved. 

Most importantly, this guide empowers you to act quickly and confidently when time 
matters most. With 24/7 operations and complex regulations, the bail bond industry can 
seem intimidating—but with the right information, you can protect your loved ones and 
make financially sound decisions that serve your family's best interests. 

When someone you care about is arrested in Utah, understanding the bail bond process 
can mean the difference between hours and days of jail time. This comprehensive guide 
breaks down everything Utah residents need to know about bail bonds, from the legal 
framework to practical steps for getting someone released quickly and affordably. 
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What Is Bail and How Does It Work in Utah? 

Bail is money paid to the court to guarantee that an arrested person will return for their 
court dates. Think of it as a security deposit—if the defendant shows up to all court 
appearances, the money is returned (minus any fees). If they skip court, the money is 
forfeited. 

Your Constitutional Right to Bail 

Under the Eighth Amendment and Article I, Section 8 of the Utah Constitution, most 
people have the right to reasonable bail. However, this right isn't absolute—certain 
serious crimes or circumstances can result in bail being denied entirely. 

Utah's Bail Laws: The Legal Framework 

Utah's bail system is governed by Utah Code Title 77, Chapter 20, with key provisions 
in: 

● Utah Code § 77-20-201 (Right to bail - Capital felony) 
● Utah Code § 77-20-1 (Right to bail, pretrial status orders, denial of bail) 
● Utah Code Title 31A, Chapter 35 (Bail Bond Act) 

These statutes establish your fundamental right to bail while outlining specific 
circumstances where bail may be denied. 

When Bail Can Be Denied in Utah 

Under Utah Code § 77-20-201, bail may be denied for: 

1. Capital felonies where the prosecution seeks the death penalty 
2. Felonies committed while on probation, parole, or bail with substantial 

evidence 
3. Dangerous felonies where the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that 

the individual poses substantial danger to the community 
4. Domestic violence cases where there's substantial danger to alleged victims 
5. DUI cases resulting in death or serious bodily injury 
6. Previous bail violations with substantial evidence 
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How to Get Someone Out of Jail in Utah: Your Options 

When someone is arrested in Utah, you have several options for securing their release: 

Option 1: Cash Bail (Pay the Full Amount) 

How it works: Pay the entire bail amount directly to the court or jail. 

Pros: 

● Money is refunded when the case ends (minus court fees) 
● No additional fees to third parties 
● Complete control over the process 

Cons: 

● Requires having the full amount available immediately 
● Money is tied up for months or years during the case 
● No professional assistance with the process 

Best for: When you have the full bail amount readily available and prefer to handle 
everything yourself. 

Option 2: Bail Bonds (Pay 10-20% Fee) 

How it works: A licensed bail bond company pays the full bail amount to the court, and 
you pay them a fee. 

Pros: 

● Only need 10-20% of the total bail amount 
● 24/7 professional service 
● Experienced guidance through the process 
● Keep most of your money for legal fees and living expenses 

Cons: 

● The fee is non-refundable 
● May require collateral or co-signers 
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● Ongoing obligations until case resolution 

Best for: When you can't afford the full bail amount or need immediate professional 
assistance. 

Option 3: Property Bonds 

How it works: Use real estate as collateral for the bail amount. 

Pros: 

● Don't need cash upfront 
● Property is returned when case ends 

Cons: 

● Property must be worth significantly more than bail amount 
● Complex legal process 
● Risk losing property if defendant skips court 
● Can take days or weeks to process 

Best for: When you own substantial real estate but lack liquid cash. 

Option 4: Release on Own Recognizance (OR) 

How it works: The court releases the defendant based on their promise to appear, 
without requiring money. 

Pros: 

● No money required 
● No fees or interest 

Cons: 

● Only available for certain crimes and circumstances 
● Must be approved by judge 
● Still face penalties if defendant skips court 

Best for: First-time offenders with minor charges and strong community ties. 
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Understanding Bail Bond Costs in Utah 

What You'll Pay: The Premium Structure 

Utah law (Title 31A, Chapter 35) allows bail bond companies to charge between 10% 
and 20% of the total bail amount as a premium. In practice, most companies charge: 

● 10% for standard cases 
● 15% for higher-risk situations or complex cases 
● Up to 20% for immigration bonds or federal cases 

 

Q: Do I get my bail money back? 

A: No, the premium you bail is non-refundable: it's a fee 
for assuming the financial risk of your loved one's bail. 
 

Simple Cost Example 

Scenario: Your family member's bail is set at $10,000 

With a bail bond company: 

● You pay: $1,000-$2,000 (10-20% premium) 
● Bail bond company posts: $10,000 bond with the court 
● Your family member: Gets released from jail 
● You save: $8,000-$9,000 for other expenses (attorney fees, living costs, etc.) 

With cash bail: 

● You pay: $10,000 directly to court 
● Your family member: Gets released from jail 
● You wait: Months or years to get money back 
● You have: $0 left for attorney fees and other expenses 
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Additional Fees You Should Know About 

Beyond the basic premium, you may encounter: 

● Jail posting fees: $50-$100 (covers travel to jail) 
● Credit card processing fees: 3-5% if paying by card 
● Financing fees: If using a payment plan 
● Collateral evaluation fees: For property or vehicle collateral 

Important: All fees should be clearly disclosed upfront. If a company won't explain their 
full fee structure, find another provider. 
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Step-by-Step: How to Get Someone Out of Jail Using a 
Bail Bond 

Step 1: Gather Essential Information 

Before calling a bail bond company, collect: 

● Full legal name of the arrested person 
● Booking number (if available) 
● Jail location where they're being held 
● Charges (if known) 
● Your relationship to the defendant 

Step 2: Contact a Licensed Bail Bond Company 

What to ask: 

● "Are you licensed by the Utah Department of Insurance?" 
● "What is your premium rate?" 
● "What additional fees will I pay?" 
● "How long will the release process take?" 
● "What do you require for approval?" 

Step 3: Complete the Application Process 

You'll typically need to provide: 

● Valid photo ID 
● Proof of income/employment 
● Contact information 
● Co-signer information (if required) 
● Collateral documentation (if required) 
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Step 4: Review and Sign the Bail Bond Agreement 

Read carefully before signing: 

● Premium amount and payment terms 
● Your responsibilities as co-signer 
● Consequences if defendant skips court 
● Collateral terms and return conditions 
● Company's recovery policies 

Step 5: Pay the Premium and Post the Bond 

● Pay the agreed-upon premium 
● Company posts bond with the jail 
● Release process begins (typically 30 minutes to 8 hours depending on facility) 

Step 6: Ensure Defendant Knows Their Obligations 

Make sure they understand: 

● All court dates and times 
● Check-in requirements with bail bond company 
● Travel restrictions 
● Consequences of missing court 
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Timeline: How Long Does the Bail Process Take? 

Application and approval: 15 minutes to 2 hours  

Bond posting: Immediate once approved  

Release from jail: 

● Salt Lake County Metro Jail: 3-8 hours 
● Most other Utah jails: 30 minutes to 2 hours 
● Small county jails: 15 minutes to 1 hour 

Total time: Plan for 1-8 hours from start to finish, depending on the jail and time of day. 
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What Bail Bond Companies Actually Do for Your Money 

When you pay a bail bond premium, you're paying for more than just paperwork. Here's 
what's included: 

Immediate Services 

● 24/7 availability - Post bonds nights, weekends, and holidays 
● Professional expertise - Navigate complex jail and court systems 
● Fast processing - Established relationships with jails for quicker release 
● Risk assessment - Evaluate and approve your application quickly 

Ongoing Responsibilities 

● Financial guarantee - Company is liable for the full bail amount if defendant skips 
● Court monitoring - Track all court dates and requirements 
● Defendant check-ins - Ensure compliance with bail conditions 
● Recovery services - Locate and return defendants who fail to appear 

Behind the Scenes Costs 

Understanding why bail bonds cost 10-20% helps explain the value: 

Licensing and Regulation: 

● Utah Department of Insurance oversight and fees 
● Annual license renewals and compliance costs 
● Continuing education requirements for agents 

Insurance Requirements: 

● Surety bonds with A-rated insurance companies (often $20,000-$50,000 
annually) 

● Errors & omissions insurance ($5,000-$15,000 annually) 
● General liability coverage ($2,000-$5,000 annually) 

Operational Expenses: 

● 24/7 staffing and phone coverage 
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● Office facilities and equipment 
● Transportation to jails and courts 
● Legal fees and court costs 

Risk Management: 

● When someone skips court, the company owes the full bail amount 
● Recovery costs (investigators, bounty hunters, legal fees) 
● Utah failure-to-appear rate: 8-12% of all defendants 
● Unrecovered forfeitures: 2-3% of total bonds (complete losses) 
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Payment Options and Financing 

How You Can Pay 

Most Utah bail bond companies accept: 

● Cash (exact amount preferred) 
● Credit/debit cards (may include 3-5% processing fee) 
● Bank transfers or cashier's checks 
● Financing plans (for qualified applicants) 
● Collateral arrangements (property, vehicles, jewelry, etc.) 

Qualifying for a Bail Bond 

To get approved, you typically need: 

● Valid government-issued ID 
● Verifiable income or employment 
● Utah residency or strong local ties 
● Good credit (for best rates and terms) 
● Co-signer (if you don't meet requirements alone) 

Collateral Options 

If you don't qualify financially, you may secure the bond with: 

● Real estate (home, land, rental property) 
● Vehicles (cars, motorcycles, boats, RVs) 
● Valuable items (jewelry, electronics, collectibles) 
● Financial accounts (savings, CDs, investment accounts) 

Important: Collateral must typically be worth 2-3 times the bail amount. 
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Utah Bail Bond Regulations: Your Consumer Protection 

Who Regulates Bail Bonds in Utah? 

Utah Department of Insurance oversees all bail bond activities: 

● Licenses all agencies and individual agents 
● Sets financial requirements for operation 
● Investigates consumer complaints 
● Maintains public database of licensed providers 
● Enforces compliance with state laws 

Bail Bond Oversight Board provides additional oversight: 

● Meets quarterly to review industry issues 
● Develops policy recommendations 
● Reviews complex licensing matters 
● Addresses regulatory concerns 

How to Verify a Company is Licensed 

Always check before paying anything: 

1. Visit insurance.utah.gov 
2. Search the licensee database 
3. Verify the company and agent are current 
4. Check for any disciplinary actions 

Your Rights as a Consumer 

Utah law protects you with: 

● Rate limits: Premiums cannot exceed 20% of bail amount 
● Written contracts: All terms must be clearly documented 
● Fee disclosure: All costs must be explained upfront 
● Complaint process: File complaints with the Department of Insurance 
● Licensed agents only: Only licensed individuals can sell bail bonds 
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Making the Right Choice: Bail Bond vs. Cash Bail 

Choose a Bail Bond When: 

● You can't afford the full bail amount immediately 
● You need money for attorney fees and living expenses 
● You want professional guidance through the process 
● You need 24/7 availability and fast service 
● The case could take months or years to resolve 

Choose Cash Bail When: 

● You have the full amount readily available 
● You want the money returned when the case ends 
● The bail amount is relatively small 
● You prefer handling everything yourself 
● You want maximum control over the process 

Questions to Ask Yourself: 

1. Can I afford the full bail amount without financial hardship? 
2. Will I need money for attorney fees and other case-related expenses? 
3. How long might this case take to resolve? 
4. Do I understand the jail release process and court requirements? 
5. Am I comfortable with the responsibility of ensuring court attendance? 
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Red Flags: How to Avoid Bail Bond Scams 

Warning Signs of Unlicensed or Unethical Operators: 

Pricing Red Flags: 

● Quotes rates below 10% or above 20% 
● Refuses to explain all fees upfront 
● Demands large upfront payments beyond the premium 
● Offers "special deals" or "discounts" that seem too good to be true 

Licensing Red Flags: 

● Cannot provide Utah license number 
● Avoids questions about licensing 
● Not listed on Utah Department of Insurance website 
● Operating from out-of-state without Utah authorization 

Business Practice Red Flags: 

● Pressures you to sign immediately without explanation 
● Won't provide written contracts or receipts 
● Asks for unusual forms of payment (gift cards, wire transfers, cryptocurrency) 
● Makes guarantees about case outcomes 
● Demands excessive collateral for small bonds 

How to Protect Yourself: 

1. Always verify licensing through insurance.utah.gov 
2. Get everything in writing before paying anything 
3. Understand all fees and ask for itemized costs 
4. Read contracts carefully before signing 
5. Keep all receipts and documentation 
6. Report suspicious activity to the Utah Department of Insurance 
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FAQ: Common Utah Bail Bond Questions Answered 

"How long does someone stay in jail if I can't afford bail?" 

Without bail, they remain in jail until their case is resolved—which could be weeks, 
months, or even years for complex cases. This is why bail bonds exist: to make release 
affordable for families who can't pay the full amount upfront. 

"What happens if the defendant misses a court date?" 

1. Grace period: Most companies offer 24-48 hours to contact them and resolve 
the issue 

2. Warrant issued: Court issues a bench warrant for re-arrest 
3. Bond forfeiture: Company becomes liable for full bail amount 
4. Recovery process: Company will actively locate and return the defendant 
5. Additional charges: Defendant may face bail jumping charges under Utah Code 

§ 76-8-312 

"Can I get my premium money back if charges are dropped?" 

No. The premium is a service fee for the bail bond company assuming financial risk and 
providing immediate release. It's non-refundable regardless of case outcome, even if 
charges are dismissed. 

"What if we can't afford the 10% premium?" 

● Payment plans: Many bail bond companies in Utah offer financing for qualified 
applicants 

● Collateral arrangements: Use property or valuables instead of cash 
● Co-signers: Have family/friends with better finances co-sign 
● Public defender: Request court-appointed attorney who may help with bail 

reduction 
● Bail reduction hearing: Attorney can petition court to lower bail amount 
● Bail Bond Loans: You can always secure a bail bond loan through a bank, 

payday loan office or private lender. See: Find a Bail Bond Loan 
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"Are there alternatives to jail while waiting for trial?" 

Yes, Utah offers several pretrial release programs: 

● Own recognizance release: No money required, promise to appear 
● Pretrial supervision: Check-in requirements with minimal fees 
● Electronic monitoring: House arrest with ankle monitor 
● Third-party custody: Release to family member's supervision 

 

"Will I get my bail money back after the trial?" 

The short answer is no. The amount you paid to a commercial bail bondsman is their 
fee to hold the entire bail amount while trial is ongoing.  

 

"I gave the bondsman collateral, do I get that back?" 

Yes. Any money or property you offered as collateral should be returned in a timely 
fashion. 

 

"Are bail bondsman really open 24 hours per day?" 

Yes and no. It depends on the business, but most bail bonds companies in Utah operate 
24 hours per day and are open through all holidays as well.  
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Jails in Utah: County Inmate Search 

Major Jails and Typical Release Times: 

Salt Lake County Metro Jail: 

● Address: 3415 S 900 W, South Salt Lake, UT 84119 
● Phone: 385-468-8400 
● Release time: 3-8 hours 
● 24/7 bond posting accepted 
● Map to Jail: https://maps.app.goo.gl/vathNVaRkkuuKdKm8 

Utah County Jail: 

● Address: 3075 N Main St, Spanish Fork, UT 84660 
● Phone: 801-851-4200 
● Release time: 1-3 hours 
● Bonds accepted 24/7 
● Map to Jail: https://maps.app.goo.gl/qxVBa1mqJx5nW48S8 

Weber County Jail: 

● Address: 370 26th St, Ogden, UT 84401 
● Phone: 801-778-6700 
● Release time: 30 minutes - 2 hours 
● 24/7 processing 
● Map to Jail: https://maps.app.goo.gl/KyoudtPVkNKijScc8 

Davis County Jail: 

● Address: 800 W State St, Farmington, UT 84025 
● Phone: 801-451-4100 
● Release time: 1-4 hours 
● Limited overnight processing 
● Map to Jail: https://maps.app.goo.gl/uFBMcyp12RFuJ38R7 
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Cache County Jail: 

● Location: 1225 West Valley View #100, Logan, UT 84321 
● Phone: 435-755-1000 
● Release time: 30 minutes - 1 hour 
● Business hours preferred for fastest service 
● Map to Jail: https://maps.app.goo.gl/1xPzduAyeSGiuhz37 

 

Bail Schedules Vary by County 

Each Utah county maintains its own bail schedule for common offenses. For example: 

● DUI (first offense): $1,340 - $2,500 depending on county 
● Domestic violence: $5,000 - $15,000 depending on severity 
● Drug possession: $750 - $5,000 depending on substance and amount 
● Theft: $500 - $10,000 depending on value and circumstances 
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Emergency Resources and Next Steps 

If You Need Immediate Help: 

For licensed Utah bail bond companies: 

● Visit: insurance.utah.gov/licensees/bail-bond/agencies/ 
● Search for companies in your area 
● Verify licensing before committing to anything 

For legal assistance: 

● Utah State Bar Lawyer Referral Service: (801) 297-7047 
● Legal Aid Society of Salt Lake: (801) 328-8849 
● Utah Legal Services: (801) 328-8849 

For victim services: 

● Utah Office for Victims of Crime: (801) 238-2360 
● Utah Domestic Violence Coalition: (801) 521-5544 

 

After Posting Bail: Important Reminders 

For the defendant: 

● Attend ALL court dates without exception 
● Follow all bail conditions strictly 
● Stay in contact with bail bond company as required 
● Do not leave Utah without permission 
● Avoid new arrests at all costs 

For co-signers: 

● Keep contact information current with bail bond company 
● Ensure defendant knows all court dates 
● Report any concerns to the company immediately 
● Understand you remain responsible until case completion 
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Planning Ahead: What Every Utah Resident Should Know 

Before you ever need bail bonds: 

● Research licensed companies in your area 
● Understand the process and your options 
● Know your rights under Utah law 
● Keep important documents accessible 
● Have emergency contacts ready 

Keep this guide handy or bookmark the Utah Department of Insurance website for 
future reference. In a crisis, having this information readily available can save crucial 
time and money. 
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UTAH BAIL BOND COMPANIES OPEN 24/7 
 

Provo, Utah | BailBondsProvo.com 

Ogden, Utah | OgdenBailBonds.com 

Sandy, Utah | SandyBailBonds.com 

West Valley, Utah | BailbondsWestValley.com 

Draper, Utah | DraperBailBonds.com 

West Jordan, Utah | WestJordanBailBonds.com 

Salt Lake, Utah | SaltLakeBailBonds.com 

Salt Lake City, Utah | SaltLakeCityBailBonds.com 
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Final Thoughts: Making Informed Decisions 

The Utah bail bond system exists to balance public safety with individual 
rights. While navigating an arrest and bail process is never easy, 
understanding your options helps you make informed decisions during a 
stressful time. 

Remember that bail, whether cash or bond, is not punishment. It's a 
guarantee system that allows people to maintain their jobs, care for 
families, and work with attorneys while their case progresses through the 
courts. 

Whether you choose cash bail, a bail bond, or qualify for alternative 
release, the most important thing is ensuring the defendant understands 
and meets all court requirements. Missing court dates creates serious legal 
and financial consequences that extend far beyond the original charges. 

When in doubt, consult with a licensed attorney who can advise you on 
the best approach for your specific situation. Utah's legal system provides 
multiple options - choose the one that best serves your family's needs and 
financial circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

This guide provides general information about Utah bail bonds and should not be considered 
legal advice. Laws and procedures may change, and individual circumstances vary. Always 
consult with a licensed attorney for specific legal guidance and verify current regulations with 
official Utah state sources. 
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